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Strengthening Your Business 
and Our Community
The Manatee Chamber is the largest chamber of commerce in the Tampa Bay area. 
We represent the interests of more than 2,000 businesses employing an estimated 
74,000 people. Our mission is to build a positive business environment while 
enhancing our community’s quality of life.

The Manatee Chamber offers valuable networking and marketing opportunities that 
connect our members with each other and with future clients. We also offer 
enlightening educational programs which provide professional training and 
development offered by subject matter experts. And, because all employees are 
included in a company’s Chamber membership, the benefits quickly multiply.

The Manatee Chamber represents area businesses with strong, informed advocacy. 
Our members count on the Chamber to be their voice with local, state and national 
policy makers. They also count on us for diligent, thorough research of issues that 
impact local businesses.

We have more than 500 Chamber members who serve on more than 25 boards, com-
mittees and task forces to tackle tough issues, bring leaders together for solutions, 
and ensure the voice of business is heard. From small business challenges to educa-
tion, from leadership development to infrastructure, from healthcare to natural re-
sources, the Manatee Chamber knows that without a strong business environment we 
won’t have the quality of life we all want in the community in which we live, work, and 
play. And, without a desirable quality of life our business community will not thrive.
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Exceeding Benchmarks
We are very proud of four distinctions that the Manatee Chamber of 
Commerce has earned. These accolades assure our members that 
their investment is with a Chamber that exceeds standards and benchmarks 
set for our industry:

• Named the National Chamber of the Year by the American Chamber of          
Commerce Executives.

• Four-time recipient of the Florida Chamber of the Year Award as named by 
the Florida Association of Chamber Professionals. No other Chamber has 
received this award four times.

• Earned 5-Star Accreditation from the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, which 
is a distinction held by less than 1% of the more than 7,000 chambers 
nation-wide.

• Earned the distinction of Florida Certified PLUS Chamber from the Florida 
Association of Chamber Professionals.

Our Member Handbook & Benefits Guide received a Florida Association 
of Chamber Professionals Communications Award and has been 
recognized with an American Chamber of Commerce ACE Award for 
Communications Excellence. The Awards for Communications Excellence 
(ACE) celebrate outstanding Chamber communication efforts by Chambers 
across the country. Thank you to Blake Medical Center                        for its 
sponsorship of this guide.

Here to Serve You
The Manatee Chamber of Commerce welcomes more than 25,000 people to 
our two offices each year. These individuals are your prospective customers. 
They are business owners, local employees, residents and visitors. Be sure 
that we have plenty of your promotional brochures and business cards to dis-
play in our lobbies. 

We also encourage you to stop by to say hi! You’ll find lots of great information 
and really nice folks. It’s Your Chamber... Use It!

Mission
To build a positive business environment 
while enhancing our community’s quality of life.

About the M
anatee Cham

ber
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2018 Leadership Initiatives
Designed to enhance our ongoing program of work 
to address today’s new priorities

The Manatee Chamber of Commerce has a comprehensive program of work 
designed to support our mission: to build a positive business environment 
while enhancing our community’s quality of life. We often say we are running 
two organizations simultaneously – one that delivers high quality, effective 
networking and business development opportunities and one that convenes 
leaders to tackle important business and community issues. We encourage 
our members and prospective members to use this Member Handbook & 
Benefits Guide for an overview of the close to 100 programs, initiatives, 
committees and member benefits offered by the Manatee Chamber. 

In 2018, we will give special emphasis to several key areas:

Advocacy
We embrace a critical role advocating on important business and quality of 
life issues that have a direct impact on the strength of our business climate 
and community.  We monitor local issues and work with elected officials at all 
levels.  We also educate our members and encourage their advocacy.

The Manatee Chamber will advocate for: 
• Transportation policies that encourage multi-model transportation          

alternatives, relieve traffic congestion, encourage complete streets      
policies, and address local and regional needs

• Infill redevelopment policies that create vibrant interconnectivity and 
mixed use live, work, and play environments in a pedestrian friendly   
community 

• Business friendly policies to enhance quality of life for residents and visi-
tors

• Diverse housing options, including attainable housing, to meet the needs 
of our community’s workforce today and into the future

Small Business Resources
To help small businesses grow and succeed, we strive to remind consumers 
about the importance of supporting local business success. We also find new 
ways to expand member access to resources. 

The Manatee Chamber will:
• Ask members about their greatest small business resource needs and, 
 in turn, find new ways to share best practices
• Expand our seminar and workshop offerings to address our members’ 

needs for business-focused information and training
• Partner with business development organizations to provide greater
 access and interconnectedness for our small businesses and        
 entrepreneurs
• Help businesses improve employee wellbeing, productivity and 
 engagement by partnering with the Health Department to expand 
 participation in business wellness program
• Promote the “Think Local. Think Chamber.” message to support local 
 businesses and our economy
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2018 Leadership Initiatives
Education and Workforce Development
In order to meet our employers’ current and future workforce needs, students, 
parents and post-secondary institutions need better information about 
careers, earning potential, and the education and training required by our 
businesses, including opportunities in skilled trade occupations.

The Manatee Chamber will:
• Continue our partnership with Manatee County schools through our 
 current programs – Project TEACH and the Big Bank Theory - and the 
 Business & Education Partnership program to facilitate the exchange of 
 ideas, information, and inspiration so that students are prepared for 
 future success
• Assess the barriers to businesses offering more internship opportunities 

by surveying our members and working with local educational institutions 
and businesses to encourage internships and on-the-job training programs

• Encourage our members to participate with our local educational 
 institutions through existing advisory committees
• Be a founding partner in establishing a Local College Access Network 

(LCAN) to help our community achieve a higher level of post-secondary 
credentials and degrees

• Engage with the Campaign for Grade Level Reading to help today’s stu-
dents achieve success in school and graduate prepared for college, a 
career and a life of active citizenship

Young Professionals
Learning from young professionals, engaging them in leadership, and using 
their voice to grow our community are keys to ensuring our ability to attract 
and retain talent in Manatee County. 

The Manatee Chamber will:
• Encourage continued participation by young professionals on Chamber 

committees focused on issues important to young professionals, 
 businesses and our community
• Encourage visible, vocal advocacy by young professionals before 
 governmental bodies 
• Offer a series of opportunities for young professionals and established 

leaders to engage together on topics of personal and professional 
 development
• Facilitate connections to leadership roles within civic and community 

groups for stronger representation of the young professional voice

7
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Consumers Are 80% More Likely to Do 
Business with a Chamber Member
A national survey of 2,000 adults reveals that being active in a local chamber 
of commerce is an effective business strategy because two-thirds of consumers 
believe that such companies use good business practices, are reputable, care 
about their customers, and are involved in the community. 

It’s no surprise that the Manatee Chamber’s mission aligns with these 
attributes - to build a positive business environment while enhancing our 
community’s quality of life.

The study, conducted by The Schapiro Group, an Atlanta-based strategic 
consulting firm, found consumer perceptions of chamber members to be 
positive in many ways:

• When consumers know that a small business is a member of the chamber 
of commerce, they are 80% more likely to purchase goods or services 
from the company in the future.

• Consumers show a 73% increase in awareness of a small business           
if it’s a member of a chamber of commerce.

• Companies enjoy a 68% increase in their reputation when consumers 
know they are a member of the chamber of commerce.

Small businesses are the largest segment of the Manatee Chamber’s 
membership and the study indicates that chamber membership has consistent 
and powerful benefits for small business members - if consumers are aware that 
the small business is involved with its local chamber. We have many ways that you 
can let consumers know that you are a member of the Manatee Chamber.

One of the best things to do once you’ve joined our Chamber is to attend a 
Bagels & Benefits member reception. Or if you are a long-standing member, it 
serves as a refresher on all that our Chamber offers to help ensure you are 
taking full advantage of your investment. We host these multiple times each 
year to give our members a full overview of the benefits of membership.

When Consumers Know a Small Business Is a Member of 
the Chamber of Commerce...

They Are

80%
More Likely to 

Purchase Goods or 
Services from
Your Business

There Is a

73%
Increase in 

Awareness of a 
Small Business

There Is a

68%
Increase in
Business

Reputation
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Maximize Your Membership Investment
To help you gain the most impact from your membership investment, this Member 
Handbook & Benefits Guide will help you determine the programs, events and 
initiatives that best match your business needs. We have identified the top reasons 
our members join and continue to support the Manatee Chamber of Commerce and 
assigned each a color-coded icon. As you read through this Guide, look for these 
icons to help you find ways to maximize your membership.

Advocacy  ...............................................................................14
Better Business Council (BBC) .............................................15
Big Bank Theory ....................................................................15
Business Against Narcotics and Drugs ................................16
Chairman’s Circle Leadership Levels ...................................17
Coalition Building/Chamber Representatives .....................18
Collaboration .........................................................................18
Committee Involvement ........................................................19
Consumer Assistance ...........................................................19
Electric Vehicle Charging Station .........................................20
ePie - Business & Education Partnerships ..........................20
Involvement Opportunities ...................................................21
Leadership Manatee .............................................................21

Legislative Initiatives .............................................................22
Lobbying Trips to Tallahassee & Washington DC ................22
Manatee Chamber Foundation ............................................23
Non-Profit Assistance ............................................................24
Project T.E.A.C.H. ...................................................................25
Sustainable Manatee Green Certification ...........................27
Tourist Information Center ....................................................28
Welcome Manatee! ...............................................................28
Workforce Development .......................................................28
www.JobFocus.com ...............................................................28
www.LocalQuotes4U.com .....................................................28
www.ManateeChamber.com ................................................28
www.MYPonline.com .............................................................28

Contribute to the Wellbeing 
of the Community
The Manatee Chamber’s positioning statement – 
Strengthening Your Business and Our Community – 
reflects the critical relationship that exists between a strong, 

growing business sector and vibrant quality of life. Lend your time, and your voice, 
to ensuring our community is a great place to live, work and play.

Network and Connect
One of the top reasons members join the Manatee Chamber 
is to grow their network and find new customers. As the 
largest Chamber in the Tampa Bay area, with more than 
2,000 members representing 74,000+ employees, we have 
numerous opportunities for you to generate new business.  
Networking activities are not only fun, but critical to your 

personal growth and business development.
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Access to Information ...................................................14
Advertising Opportunities .............................................14
Better Business Council (BBC) .....................................15
Business & Consumer Showcases ..............................16
CEO Roundtable ............................................................17
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Chamber Expo ...............................................................17
Chamber Friends ...........................................................17
Chamber Offices ............................................................18
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Find Employees .............................................................20
Local Quotes4U .............................................................22
Mailing Labels ...............................................................22
Manatee Young Professionals (MYP)  ..........................23
Mini-Max Web Enhancement Package ........................24

Non-Profit Assistance ....................................................24
Power Connection Breakfasts and Luncheons ...........24
Preferred Business Directory and
     Newcomer’s & Visitor’s Guide .................................24
Press Release Tool ........................................................24
Professional Development ............................................25
Promotional Materials Displays  ...................................25
Referrals ........................................................................26
SCORE (Service Corps of Retired Executives)  ............26
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Grow Your Business  
and Bottom Line
At the Manatee Chamber, it’s all about you and the 
success of your business. Take advantage of programs 
designed specifically to help you make new connections, 

discover efficiencies and maximize your return on investment; all of which 
can positively impact your bottom line.

Access to Information ...................................................14
Annual Dinner ................................................................14
Bagels & Benefits Member Reception .........................15
BBC Guide to Better Business ......................................15
Breakfast with the Chairman .......................................16
Business & Consumer Showcases ..............................16
Business Against Narcotics and Drugs ........................16
Business Partner Coordinator Training Seminar .........17
CEO Roundtable ............................................................17
Chamber Friends ...........................................................17
Coalition Building/Chamber Representatives .............18
Committee Involvement ................................................19
Consumer Assistance ...................................................19
Current - The Chamber’s Monthly Magazine ...............20
Insider Email Newsletter ...............................................21
Involvement Opportunities ...........................................21
Leadership Manatee .....................................................21

Legislative Roundtables/Pancakes & Politics .............22
Lobbying Trips to Tallahassee & Washington DC ........22
Non-Profit Assistance ....................................................24
Online Courses ..............................................................24
Preferred Business Directory and
    Newcomer’s & Visitor’s Guide ..................................24
Professional Development ............................................25
Public Policy / VIP Events .............................................25
SCORE (Service Corps of Retired Executives)  ............26
Small Business Development Center ..........................26
Small Business Programs .............................................26
Social Media ..................................................................27
Staff Assistance and Expertise .................................... 27
Tourist Information Center ............................................ 28
Wi-Fi ............................................................................... 28
www.ManateeChamber.com ........................................ 28
www.MYPonline.com ..................................................... 28

Learn Something New
Knowledge is power and the Manatee Chamber offers 
many training and educational opportunities. Knowledge 
gives us the ability to make better decisions, improve the 
lives of those around us, and thus makes us more 
valuable people overall. Utilize the Chamber – it is a 
powerful information source!

Key to the Icons
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Have a Voice
The Manatee Chamber works every day to ensure the voice of 
business is heard and that a consistent pro-business, 
pro-community message is delivered to key decision-makers. 
Lend your voice to our efforts and help shape our 
community’s future.

Advocacy  ............................................................................... 14
Better Business Council Advisory Committee ..................... 30
Better Business Council Marketing Task Force ................... 30
Breakfast with the Chairman ............................................... 16
Business Against Narcotics and Drugs ................................ 16
Business Wellness Task Force ............................................. 30
Central Manatee Network Alternatices Task Force ............. 30
Chamber Board of Directors (elected) ................................. 30
Chamber Executive Committee (elected) ............................ 30
Chamber “Friends” Committee ............................................ 30
Coalition Building/Chamber Representatives ..................... 18
Collaboration ......................................................................... 19
Committee Involvement ........................................................ 19
Contact Your Local Elected Officials .................................... 19
Downtown Redevelopment Committee ............................... 30
Education & Workforce Partnership Committee ................. 31
Golf Tournament Committee ................................................ 31
Healthcare Committee .......................................................... 31
Infill Committee ..................................................................... 31

Leadership Manatee Board of Governors (appointed)........... 31
Legislative Committee .......................................................... 31
Legislative Initiatives ............................................................. 22
Legislative Roundtables / Pancakes & Politics ................... 22
Lobbying Trips to Tallahassee & Washington DC ................ 22
Manatee Chamber Foundation Board of Trustees (appointed) ....31
MYP Community Service Committee ................................... 31
MYP Get Out the Vote Task Force ......................................... 31
MYP Leadership Board ......................................................... 31
MYP Member Engagement Committee ............................... 32
MYP Social Committee ......................................................... 32
Natural Resources Committee ............................................. 32
Public Policy / VIP Events ..................................................... 25
Small Business Council ........................................................ 32
Social Media .......................................................................... 27
Sporting Clays Planning Committee..................................... 32
Technology Committee.......................................................... 32
Transportation Committee .................................................... 32
Workforce Development ....................................................... 28

Get Noticed
Did you know that consumers are 80% more likely to do 
business with a company they know is a member of the local 
Chamber of Commerce? The Manatee Chamber offers many 
ways to promote and advertise your business to our more than 
2,100 members representing 76,000+ employees. Let us help 
draw attention to your business!
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Membership Plaque, Cyber Plaque & Placard ....................23
Mini-Max Web Enhancement Package ................................24
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      Newcomer’s & Visitor’s Guide ........................................24
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www.MYPonline.com .............................................................28
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Sponsorships
A really great way to promote your business is through 
sponsorships, so look for this symbol throughout this 
guide for sponsorship opportunities.

Better Business Council (BBC) .................................... 15
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Save Money
The Manatee Chamber uses its “power in numbers” to 
provide low-cost or free access to training, marketing, 
employee recruitment, business counseling and the 
purchasing of products and services.

Save Time
The Manatee Chamber is a valuable information source 
for businesses, residents and visitors alike. Whether you 
are looking for products or services, ways to garner some 
positive press, information on recreation, entertainment, 
relocation, or where to eat, utilize the Chamber to answer 

your questions that in turn saves you valuable time, and money.
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Access to Information - The Chamber has a wealth of valuable information and 
resources to answer your business and community questions. Call us 
at 941-748-3411, stop by our Bradenton office or Lakewood Ranch 
office at the McClure Center or connect with us via email at 

 info@ManateeChamber.com. Both of our offices have been designated 
official Tourist Information Centers by Manatee County, which has 
meant even more foot traffic and phone calls - and exposure for our 
members’ businesses! We 
also provide newcomer in-
formation to individuals and 
families considering a move 
to Manatee County. Our two 
offices have hundreds of 
brochures and informational 
guides to assist visitors and 
residents, alike.

Advertising Opportunities - At the Chamber we strive to give our members 
 significant visibility. Advertising via one of the many Chamber 
 communication vehicles is a great way to raise your visibility. 
 We have options for print and online exposure with entry points for 

budgets large and small. Any of our staff are happy to help you find 
the right fit for your marketing goals.

Advocacy  - The Chamber advocates on 
behalf of our more than 
2,100 member businesses 
by researching and weighing 
in on important local, state 
and federal issues that 
affect businesses and the 
quality of life in Manatee 
County. The Chamber gives 
you and your employees

 information on voter 
 registration and educates our membership about business-related ballot 

initiatives. The Chamber’s professional staff and business members who 
serve on committees attend public meetings when local governments 
take up issues impacting the business community.

Annual Dinner - The Chamber’s Annual Dinner gives 
members a chance to reflect on the past 
year’s achievements, recognize retiring 
leadership volunteers and network with 
top business leaders. Learn about goals 
and initiatives for the coming year and 
how you can play a vital role.

Chamber Programs, Initiatives, 
and Member Benefits
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Bagels & Benefits Member Reception - 
 Offers new members the 
 opportunity to get acquainted 

with Chamber staff and hear an 
overview of the many benefits 
and services that can help grow 
your business. Not just for new members, this reception also 
offers existing members the opportunity to get reacquainted with 
the Chamber and maximize your investment. Truly a must-attend!

Better Business Council (BBC) - Adding
 membership in the BBC 

boosts credibility and 
 consumer confidence in your business and helps you attract 

and retain customers. The BBC also helps address consumer 
concerns, publicizes important scam information and 

 offers referrals for local businesses that are members of the 
Council.

Better Business Council (BBC) Guide to Better 
Business - The BBC Guide to Better 
Business is a directory featuring local 
businesses dedicated to building and 
maintaining good customer relations 
through membership in the BBC. This 
important publication is published 
twice a year through the Bradenton 
Herald annually reaching tens of thousands of readers and is 
distributed year-round at both Chamber offices. You’ll also find 
it on the Chamber’s website.

Big Bank Theory - The Chamber presents this financial 
literacy program to local high school 
students using Chamber member 

 volunteers. It is a hands-on, real-life 
 simulation designed to provide students 

with a look at the realities of being 
 financially responsible adults. Students 

learn about the importance of budgeting 
and making wise spending decisions. We 
also partner with the Supervisor of Elections office to register 
high school seniors to vote during the activity.

Blues by the Bay - This live music 
event offers casual, 
outdoor networking 
and is co-hosted by the 
Manatee and Sarasota 
Chambers. Expand your 
regional network while 
enjoying live blues 
music, great food and 
a classic, waterfront 
Florida setting.

Cham
ber Program

s, Initiatives, and M
em

ber Benefits

2016 DIRECTORY
Your Official Guide to Better Business
Featuring local businesses dedicated to building and 
maintaining good customer relations
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Breakfast with the Chairman - The Chamber’s leadership wants to hear from you! 
Join us for an informal breakfast with the Chairman of the Board and 
fellow members to discuss the challenges and opportunities that exist 
for businesses in Manatee County.

Business & Consumer Showcases - The 
 Chamber’s annual showcases give 

you the opportunity to promote your 
products and services to 

 thousands of potential customers. 
We currently host Ship-Shape 

 Showcase in the Summer and 
 Chamber Expo in the Fall.

Business & Education Partnership 
Awards - These annual 
awards recognize and 
honor the many businesses, 
organizations, and 
schools that have made 
the commitment to work 
together to enhance the 

 education of students in 
Manatee County through 
the Manatee School District’s ePIE (Partners in Education) program.

Business After Hours - This casual, 
monthly networking event 
offers members the 

 opportunity to connect 
with current and 

 potential customers. 
Hosted by Chamber 
members, and highly 
popular, these events are 
a great marketing tool for 
your business. Be sure to bring your business cards!

Business Against Narcotics and Drugs - As you undoubtedly already know, your 
employees are your most valuable asset and the steps you are taking 
to protect them - and your business - against substance abuse is 

 commendable. Let the Chamber link you to the National Drug Free 
Workplace Alliance (NDWA), a provider of no-cost, comprehensive 
drug free workplace programs. 

If any business wants to “plug into” clients, 
referral sources, government, education and growth, 
get active with our great Manatee Chamber of Commerce!

-- Jonathan Fleece, Blalock Walters , P.A.
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Business Partner Coordinator Training Seminar - The Chamber partners 
with Manatee County Public Schools to assist our local 
schools’ business partnership coordinators in recruiting, 

 nurturing, and rewarding their Business & Education partners.

CEO Roundtable - This program offers top 
 decision-makers, CEOs and 
 business owners the opportunity 
 to develop lasting relationships 
 with other company leaders. It uses 
 structured, monthly discussion groups 
 led by a professional facilitator to provide members access to 

an intimate, confidential pool of business experts who can act 
as an informal advisory board for your business.

Certificates of Origin - The Chamber provides Certificates of Origin which 
are needed to certify the country of origin for certain products 
prior to export.

Chairman’s Circle - Chamber members invest 
 in Platinum, Gold, Silver and 
 Bronze Leadership Levels 
 as a way to increase their 
 visibility and take advantage of enhanced promotional 
 opportunities. See pg. 29 for additional information.

Chamber Expo - Our largest networking 
event of the year, Expo 
sells out with more than 
150 exhibitors and draws 
an attendance of more 
than 1,000 people. Expo 
offers attendees the op-
portunity to learn more 
about local businesses 
and make some valuable business connections. 

“Chamber Friends” - At the Chamber, we 
want to make sure everyone 

 immediately feels connected 
and knows how to access the 
many benefits of membership. 
This ambassador program 
matches new members with 
seasoned ones who are well-
versed on Chamber benefits 
and services. A “Chamber 
Friend” provides an 

 experienced perspective that 
helps our newest members 
maximize their investment in 
the Chamber.

Cham
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Chamber Offices - The Chamber maintains two 
offices - one in Bradenton and one 
in Lakewood Ranch at the McClure 
Center - to provide easy access to 
Chamber resources from all parts of 
the county. More than 25,000 

 individuals - Chamber members, 
residents and tourists - visit our 

 offices each year so be sure to give 
us a plentiful supply of your business 
cards and promotional brochures. 
And, if you are ever in need of business 
or community information, just stop in. 
Your friendly Chamber staff will be happy to help you. 

 It’s your Chamber… Use it!

Chamber Membership Management Online - The Chamber has several online 
tools that you may use to manage your membership 24/7. Check out 
the great features at ManateeChamber.com. Need your log-in 

 credentials? Just let us know!

Champions of Healthcare Awards - Now in its fifth year, this 
 awards program recognizes the collective actions of 
 the individuals, institutions and programs that have 
 made an extraordinary impact in the 

Manatee County healthcare community 
and whose acts reflect dedication to 
excellence in their area of expertise 

 beyond the scope of their profession. 
We shine a light on the huge impact 
people and organizations are making 

 on the health of our community.  

Coalition Building / Chamber Representatives - 
 In order to best utilize the expertise of the Chamber’s member 
 knowledge, we often ask for member volunteers to serve on various 

boards and/or fill seats on community and governmental advisory 
committees. These volunteers keep the Chamber’s professional staff 
up-to-date on the activities and priorities of these groups. Additionally, 
the Chamber takes positions and makes recommendations for 

 individuals for appointment to governmental bodies including 
 gubernatorial appointments.

Coffee Club  - Join us for breakfast at this free monthly 
networking event offering members a 
great business-to-business marketing 

 opportunity. Coffee Club is hosted by 
Chamber members and always 

 well attended. Chamber leaders provide 
updates on programs, events, important 
issues and member benefit opportunities. 
Be sure to bring your business cards!
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Collaboration - Communication is the key to solving important community 
and business problems. Your Chamber, through numerous com-
mittees, task forces, partnerships and events, brings together 
leaders within our community to work on tough issues and find 
common ground on solutions to strengthen local businesses 
while enhancing our community’s quality of life. We encourage 
you to get involved!

Committee Involvement - With more than 
25 boards, committees and 
task forces working to deal 
with important issues 

 affecting your business and 
our community, we need 
your expertise and 

 involvement. Look over 
the list starting on page 30 and let us know how you’d like to 
participate!

Constant Contact - Your membership in the Chamber gives you access to a 
 discount on your Constant Contact subscription. Use this 

email marketing tool to promote your business.

Consumer Assistance - The Chamber’s Better Business Council (BBC) 
 provides business referrals as well as a formal complaint 
 process for consumers having a dispute with a Manatee 

County business. The BBC warns consumers and members 
about scams and fraudulent business practices. The Chamber 
also has a tremendous amount of information available at our 
offices and online at ManateeChamber.com.

Contact Your Local Elected Officials - Weigh-in on local, state and 
 national issues by using this online tool. You can contact your 

elected officials to let them know your opinions on pressing 
issues with the click of a mouse right from the Chamber’s 
website.

Coupons/Discounts - Attract new customers by offering a discount to 
 fellow members - or to the entire community. We feature 

these offers on our website. Now more than ever, consumers 
are using online technologies to research businesses, 

 products and services. Let the Chamber help you by sharing 
your promotional offerings.
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The Manatee Chamber keeps us connected. 
The education, knowledge, and relationships afforded 
by these connections are invaluable.

-- Melissa Larkin-Skinner, Centerstone
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Current - The Chamber’s Monthly Magazine - 
 The Chamber’s award-winning monthly 
 magazine, mailed to more than 3,400 
 Chamber members and community 
 leaders, includes information about Chamber 

programs, events and business initiatives as 
well as timely news about our members. 

 Affordable, targeted marketing opportunities 
are available through display and insert 
advertising. Read your Current each month, 
share it with your employees, take advantage 
of advertising opportunities, and remember 
to share your business news with us for possible publication.

Electric Vehicle Charging Station – There is an accessible charging 
 station adjacent to our downtown Bradenton office to charge your 

electric car.  The stations are connected to an online network, so 
 drivers can use their GPS systems to find it. 

ePie - Business & Education Partnerships - The 
Chamber and School Board of Manatee 
County partner to nurture and foster 
partnerships that enhance learning opportunities for students in 
Manatee County while recognizing and rewarding businesses and 
organizations that support our local schools. Through successful 

 Partnerships In Education, schools and businesses will be able to 
 develop unique methods of accomplishing educational goals that 

could not be realized without each other.

Find Employees - JobFocus.com provides you with a valuable, no-cost employee 
recruitment tool and exposure in our community. Companies may use 
it to post job openings and publicize employment opportunities. Job 
seekers also use it at no-charge to connect with local employers.

Get Out the Vote - The Chamber actively works to “Get Out the Vote” in 
major election years and strives to increase voter 

 registration and voter turn-out. We do not endorse 
 candidates, but we offer voter education events that 

introduce our members to candidates and publicize 
information about ballot initiatives to ensure a strong 
business voice at the polls.

Golf Tournament - This Chamber event offers 
members a fun networking 

 opportunity and a great day of 
golf. Promote your business 
through a sponsorship, volunteering 
at the tournament or hosting a 
team. In addition to the on-course 
fun, our tournament includes a 
lunch and dinner event for more 
networking opportunities.
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Insider Email Newsletter - This weekly 
email newsletter provides 
you with timely business 
information, Chamber updates and important state/legislative 
information that matters to your business. Be sure that we 
have the email addresses of all of your employees so that they 
receive the Insider. It also provides members with an advertis-
ing opportunity to promote their business.

Involvement Opportunities - You are encouraged to join the committee(s) 
or task force(s) of your choice and have a direct impact on 
the future of your community while promoting your business… 
so please be involved! There are numerous Chamber programs, 
committees and task forces that need your help as a volunteer. 
See pages 30-32 for more information.

Leadership Manatee - The Leadership Manatee program 
 is designed to expose business and 
 community leaders to the opportunities 
 and challenges 
 facing Manatee 

County while honing 
 their leadership 

skills. This program, 
begun in 1982, has 

 graduated more 
than 1,140 local 
leaders and is 
Manatee County’s premier leadership program. Its purpose is 
to ensure our community never lacks a qualified, talented pool 
of leaders.

Leadership Manatee Alumni Association (LMAA) - The LMAA serves as a 
resource for graduates of 
the Leadership Manatee 
program by connecting 
community leaders, 

 offering educational 
 opportunities and 
 financially supporting the 

Leadership Manatee and 
Junior Leadership Manatee programs. Find the LMAA online 
at LeadershipManateeAA.org. 
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We’re so fortunate to have a nationally 
award-winning Chamber of Commerce 
in our community. I highly recommend membership to 
businesses both large and small. From business tools to 
networking to the Chamber’s voice on important issues, 
membership is truly a great value.

-- Daniel Friedrich, Blake Medical Center
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Legislative Initiatives - The Chamber monitors and notifies you of important local and 
state issues that affect businesses and the quality of life for Manatee

 County. The Chamber’s Get-Out-the-Vote initiatives give you and your 
employees information on voter registration and educate the business 
community about ballot initiatives, as well as ensure a strong business 
voice at the polls. The Chamber also hosts events before and after the 
Florida legislative session to give our members a voice with state officials.

Legislative Roundtables/Pancakes & Politics - Held before and after the State 
 legislative session in Tallahassee, the 

Chamber hosts our local legislative 
delegation to provide a preview and 
recap of priorities and the Florida 
Legislature’s actions on important 
bills. These are valuable opportunities 
to talk with elected officials and let 
your views be heard.

Lobbying Trips to Tallahassee & Washington D.C. - Members of the Chamber’s 
Legislative Committee travel to Tallahassee and Washington D.C. to 
meet with legislators, attend briefings and sit in on hearings on behalf 
of the Chamber. We use this opportunity to push the Chamber’s annual 
legislative priorities and represent you before our elected officials.

LocalQuotes4U - At the Chamber, we’re focused on driving as much business to you 
as possible. Our online LocalQuotes4U 
tool gives all consumers - business and 

 residential - a way to easily submit a 
request for a bid for the products and 

 services you seek for your home and 
 office. Your request is sent to all 
 Chamber members within a specific 

business category. This saves you time and money while ensuring that 
consumers are shopping locally with Chamber members. Find this 
tool at LocalQuotes4U.com.

Mailing Labels - Target your marketing with the hottest mailing list in town. Members 
may purchase mailing labels to reach our entire membership or target 
the list to specific criteria (e.g. zip code, business category, etc.)

Being a Chamber member is more than just smart 
business and access to exceptional resources.  
It’s about improving my understanding of the questions that 
face our community. It’s about connectivity with the people and 
organizations that are making a difference. It’s about giving 
back and helping Manatee County become the best place it can 
be. After a decade of membership, it’s the one budget item that 
is automatically approved year after year. 

-- Rick Bisio, The Educated Franchisee
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Manatee Chamber Foundation - The Foundation 
has been established for the 

 important purpose of the 
 advancement of education and 

understanding of economics, matters of public concern, finance, 
housing, human relations, problems of minority groups, science 
and technology, economic planning and development, and 
international relations. By mission it may also address other 
subjects related to improved efficiency, development and 

 acceleration of both the quality and quantity of economic 
growth and employment opportunities through any activity 
which tends to promote understanding, unification, or improved 
relationships between different economic or ethnic groups. 

Manatee County Street Map - The Chamber publishes the official 
 Manatee County Street Map so please stop by and pick one 

up for you and/or your visitors. Your advertisement supports 
this important resource - and helps place your business “on 
the map.” Advertising is open to Chamber members only. We 
partner with the Bradenton Area Convention & Visitors Bureau to 
increase our map distribution.

Manatee Young Professionals (MYP) -
 MYP serves as a 
 business, social and 
 community resource for 

young professionals 
 ages 21-40 in the 
 Manatee County region. 

We are Tampa Bay’s lon-
gest running initiative for

 young professionals and 
offer monthly networking

 events, hot topics, 
 community services 
 projects, Get-Out-the-Vote
 initiatives and much 

more. Members are active on MYP and Chamber-wide 
 committees to ensure the voice of young professionals is heard.

Membership Cyber Plaque, Window Decal and 
Placard - When consumers know 
that a business is a member of the 
local chamber of commerce, they 
are 80% more likely to purchase 
goods or services from that 

 business in the future… so proudly promote your Chamber 
membership with a window decal and countertop sign. And, 
be sure to download a “Proud Chamber Member” cyber 
plaque to display on your website and include in your 

 marketing materials.
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Mini-Max Web Enhancement Package - Expand your online Preferred Business 
Directory listing to include your business logo, photos, business 
description, video, social media links and coupons directed to fellow 
members or to any consumer visiting the Chamber’s website. The 
Mini-Max program includes search engine optimized features that 
help the world (through Google, Yahoo, Bing, etc.) find you! 

Non-Profit Assistance - We offers discounted 
rates on various advertising and 
seminar opportunities to our 
non-profit members and delivers 
enhanced education, networking 
and training designed to meet their 
needs. We also solicit project ideas 
from our member non-profits to 
utilize the manpower of our MYP members.

Notary Service - We have a Florida State authorized Notary Public on staff at both 
offices for your convenience.

Online Courses - Through a partnership with State College of Florida we are able to 
offer hundreds of high quality online courses at a discount to Chamber 
members and their employees with convenient 24/7 access to course 
content and professor interaction. We’re also launching a series of 
webinars that members may view live or from our archives.

Power Connection Breakfasts - Held quarterly, these networking breakfasts offer 
members a more intimate environment in which to connect with other 
Chamber members. Enjoy breakfast at a Chamber-member restaurant 
and share information about your business and client needs. All 

 attendees have time to give their “elevator pitch” to the group.

Power Connection Luncheons - Held twice a 
month, these networking lunches 
offer members a more intimate 

 environment in which to connect 
with other Chamber members. 
Enjoy lunch at a Chamber-

 member restaurant and share 
 information about your business 

and client needs. An ideal marketing opportunity!

Preferred Business Directory and Newcomer’s & 
 Visitor’s Guide - The Chamber’s 
 Preferred Business Directory and 
 Newcomer’s & Visitor’s Guide is 
 published and distributed annually – 
 free of charge – to more than 14,000 
 Chamber members, businesses, 
 residents and visitors. All Chamber 
 members receive two complimentary 
 listings, giving significant exposure to 

your business. Pick up extra copies for 
your employees as well.
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Press Release Tool - This powerful members-only tool gets your company’s 
good news into the hands of our regional media in the easiest, 
most efficient manner possible. Watch your news presence 
grow as you type your press release once, fill in your contact 

 information, attach a photo or logo (if desired) and click 
 “submit.” The Chamber’s tool then emails your press release 

to more than 100 print, television, online and broadcast media 
contacts as another valuable member benefit!

Professional Development - Your Chamber offers numerous seminars, 
roundtables and educational activities geared specifically to 
the business community and the continuing education of you 
and your employees.

Project T.E.A.C.H. - This program is designed to 
increase career awareness among 
4th grade students and to stress the 
importance of first impressions. 

 Project TEACH is presented each 
Spring to Manatee County 
Public Schools and 
engages more than 120 
Chamber member 

 volunteers in 
 presenting this 
 hands-on activity. Have 

fun while helping kids 
discover a new career.

Promotional Materials Displays  - All 
Chamber members are 
encouraged to display 
their brochures and 

 business cards in the 
Chamber’s two office 

 lobbies as a way to 
 capture new customers 

and attention. Our 
 lobbies are visited by 

more than 25,000 visitors, residents and members each year.

Public Policy / VIP Events - The 
Chamber invites key 
public policy experts, 
business and community 
leaders, and elected 

 officials to brief the 
Chamber membership 
on important issues and 
their leadership role in 
the community. These 
events provide an open forum that encourages dialogue 

 between speakers and our members.
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Referrals - The Chamber loves referring your business! Whether through phone 
inquiries, email or a visit to the Chamber’s offices, businesses, 
residents and visitors alike will find information about your company. 
Referrals through the Chamber’s website and online Membership 
Directory continue to grow and generate new leads for members.

Residential Relocation Inquiries - The Chamber responds to hundreds of 
 requests from individuals, families and businesses considering a 

move to Manatee County. Your company can benefit by subscribing to 
receive this mailing list each month through the Welcome Manatee! 
program.

Ribbon Cuttings - Let us celebrate the opening, 
expansion or relocation of your 

 business with a Chamber Ribbon 
Cutting. We will provide the ribbon, 
giant scissors and photographer 
and will promote your event in our 
monthly Current magazine and on 
social media. 

SCORE (Service Corps of Retired Executives)  -  The Chamber hosts free 
 business consultation onsite through the professional services of 

SCORE. Simply call the Chamber at 941-748-3411 to make an 
 appointment. These consultations are held every Tuesday at the 

Chamber’s Lakewood Ranch Office and on Thursdays at the 
 Chamber’s Bradenton office at 9:00, 10:00 and 11:00 AM.

Ship-Shape Showcase - One of our annual 
 business showcase events offering 

members a prime opportunity to 
 promote their products and services 

and attract new customers. Attended 
by hundreds of members, this event 
also features narrated bus tours of 
Port Manatee, DJ entertainment and 
delicious food from Chamber 

 member restaurants.

Small Business Development Center - The Chamber partners with the Small 
 Business Development Center (SBDC) to give members access to 

additional seminars and counseling designed to take your business to 
the next level (or even to just get started.) 

Small Business Programs - The Chamber presents dozens of educational panels, 
seminars, and workshops each year at our Lakewood Ranch and 
Bradenton offices, as well as at off-site locations. The Small Business 
Council and other Chamber committees and task forces help select 
topics of relevance to our members. Popular offerings include Social 
Media, How to Get Your Business in the News, Supercharge Your 
Sales and Networking Techniques, in addition to many others. 
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Small Business of the Year Awards - 
The Chamber recognizes 
the important role small 
businesses play in the 
strength of our economy. 
Small businesses, through 
a formal nomination and 

 selection process, are 
recognized at our annual 
awards luncheon for their 
growth, community contributions and customer service. This 
luncheon is a favorite each year and results in significant 
exposure for these businesses. 

Social Media - The Chamber utilizes a variety of social media platforms to 
bring greater exposure to our members, programs, initiatives 
and community across the web. Be sure to find us online and 
connect with our pages to receive the latest updates.

Sponsorships - Enhance your visibility through our many sponsorship 
 opportunities, each tailored to offer you premium 
 advertising and marketing exposure. There are many 
 opportunities throughout the year fitting every member at 

every budget level. This is an important way to raise the 
 awareness of your business and identify your company as one 

that is involved and committed to our community.  

Sporting Clays Fun Shoot - Bring your colleagues and 
clients out to this event and enjoy a fun 
day of shooting and a delicious Cowboy 
Cookout.  Designed for the beginner and 
experienced shooter, the Chamber’s Fun 
Shoot is a great way to network with other 
businesses and organizations in a relaxed, casual environment.  

Staff Assistance and Expertise - The Chamber’s professional staff is 
ready and eager to support you and the success of your 

 business. With a combined total of more than 150 years 
 experience with our Chamber, our staff helps deliver the 
 vision set forth by the Chamber’s membership and 
 leadership. We’re here for you!

Sustainable Manatee Green Certification - Companies 
interested in and committed to best “green” 
management practices can become certified 
through the Chamber’s Sustainable Manatee 
Program. The Chamber has been proactive 
about green governmental initiatives and 

 national energy dependence on foreign oil and created this 
program to recognize companies dedicated to a greener 
Manatee region through their business operations.

Cham
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Tourist Information Centers - Both Chamber offices have officially been 
 designated as Tourist Information Centers by Manatee County. This 

means an even greater number of people visit our lobbies and find 
 information about our members.

Travel with the Chamber - Your Chamber offers affordable group travel packages 
to exciting, vibrant destinations around the world. In 2017 we’ll travel 
to Peru (Spring) and enjoy a Bordeaux River Cruise (Fall). Book early to 
secure your vacation plans.

Welcome Manatee! - Attract new customers by including your 
business literature in a welcome package 

 distributed to prospective and new residents who 
contact the Chamber for relocation information 
and through the four offices of the Manatee County 

 Tax Collector. Remember, new residents typically establish buying 
 patterns within 90 days of moving to a community. This programs 

helps you reach them first! 

Wi-Fi - Both Chamber lobbies are Wi-Fi hot spots to give everyone who stops by 
 access to the internet on their laptops, netbooks and PDAs.

Workforce Development - The Chamber is dedicated to initiatives that will close the 
gap between post-secondary education, career resources for students 
and the workforce needs of local businesses, including internships and 
job shadowing.

Chamber-Affiliated Websites
ManateeChamber.com - The Chamber’s website has a wealth of information, 
giving you 24/7 access to tools designed to help your business succeed. We also 
share information about Manatee County and our region with the world. 

All Chamber members are listed in our online business directory with a link to your 
website and a detailed description of your company/product/service. We encourage 
you to take full advantage by using key internet search words to help drive even more 
traffic to your listing.

Our “Members Only” section has web tools offering even greater access to Chamber 
resources, making managing your business listing easier, allowing you to RSVP and pay 
for events, as well as giving you access to features like the Press Release Tool.

JobFocus.com - Your local source to finding prospective employees and is offered free 
to businesses and job seekers. Local employers can post their jobs and find available 
candidates who best fit their needs.

LocalQuotes4U.com - This tool gives all consumers - business and residential - a way 
to easily submit a request for products and services to all Chamber members within a 
specific business category. This saves time and money while ensuring that consumers 
are shopping locally and with Chamber members.

MYPonline.com - The website for the Manatee Young Professionals program 
offers pertinent information on upcoming MYP events and activities as well as links to 
membership, involvement and leadership opportunities.
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Chairm
an’s Circle

Leadership Levels of Investment
The Chairman’s Circle program is 
designed to offer members 
year-round representation, 
enhanced visibility within our 
membership and the community, 
and the opportunity to support the 
mission of the Manatee Chamber 
in a way that makes a significant impact. 

Our Chairman’s Circle members understand that the Chamber is 
working every day to support their businesses, and enhance the 
quality of life of our community, by tackling tough issues like 
transportation, education, healthcare, workforce, and leadership 
development, to name a few.

We’ve designed annual investment tiers to meet different budget 
levels, including a tier created exclusively for small businesses. 
The Chairman’s Circle program is available to all Chamber members. 

• Platinum $ 10,000 
• Gold  $ 5,000
• Silver  $ 2,000
• Bronze  $       1,000  (Exclusive to members with 10 or fewer FTEs)

Enhanced benefits are tailored at each tier to offer you premium 
advertising, exposure, and event opportunities, including:

• Online Exposure
• Event Exposure
• Print Exposure
• Special Events
• Advertising Opportunities
• Additional “Special” Member Benefit Enhancements
• Concierge Service

To find out more about the Chairman’s Circle program, please contact 
Kim Dalglish, Vice President of Membership Development & Services, 
at 941-748-4842, ext. 121 or KimD@ManateeChamber.com.

Social Media
Facebook  - facebook.com/manateechamber
Twitter - twitter.com/manateechamber
Linked In - linkedin.com/company/manatee-chamber-of-commerce
YouTube - youtube.com/manateechamber
Instagram - instagram.com/manateeyoungprofessionals
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Chamber Committees and Task Forces
Your Involvement Matters - Members Make the Mission
We invite and encourage your involvement with Chamber committees and task forces. 
Committee work greatly contributes to the strength of our organization and ensures 
that we continue to meet the needs of our local business community. Service on a 
committee is also a fantastic way to expand your network while impacting the suc-
cess of businesses and the quality of life in Manatee County. 

Please use the form on page 37 of this guide to let us know which committees inter-
est you and a Chamber staff member will reach out to you right away.

• Better Business Council Advisory Committee - This committee supports 
the mission of the Better Business Council and offers professional guidance by         
formally screening applicants requesting BBC membership.

• Better Business Council Marketing Task Force - This committee promotes 
the mission of the BBC Advisory Committee offering professional guidance on 
marketing and promotion of BBC members and the overall mission of the Better 
Business Council.

• Business Wellness Task Force - Chamber members are working with the 
Florida Department of Health in Manatee County to increase the participation of 
local business in wellness programs to help positively impact their bottom line 
and improve the health of our community. 

• Central Manatee Network Alternatives (CMNA) Task Force - This task force 
will define and recommend a program of projects that support mobility, saftey, 
economic, and quality of life goals shared by the City of Bradenton, City of Palmetto, 
Manatee County, and the Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization 
related to the CMNA study area (US 301/US41 transportation corridors).

• Chamber Board of Directors (elected) - The governance body of the Chamber 
is elected to represent specific geographic areas of the county to ensure community-
wide representation. The Board sets the policy and priorities for the Chamber with 
input from Chamber committees, task forces, members, staff and others.

• Chamber Executive Committee (elected) - The Executive Committee serves in 
a leadership capacity within the Chamber’s Board of Directors. A slate of officers 
is presented by the Nominating Committee and approved by the Chamber’s Board 
of Directors as stipulated in our Bylaws.

• Chamber Friends Committee - At the Chamber, we want to make sure everyone             
immediately feels connected and knows how to access the many benefits of 
membership. This ambassador program matches new members with seasoned 
ones who are well-versed on Chamber benefits and services. A Chamber Friend 
provides an experienced perspective that helps members maximize their investment 
in the Chamber.

• Downtown Redevelopment Committee - This committee strives to enhance 
the focal point of multiple downtown core areas throughout our county through 
planning and revitalization efforts. Projects such as Realize Bradenton and 
the Downtown Mobility Study have been supported by the Chamber and this         
committee has been active with workforce housing and addressing downtown 
assets appealing to Millenials. Get involved in these efforts and learn from the 
professional planners and revitalization experts.
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Com
m

ittees and Task Forces
• Education & Workforce Partnership Committee - This committee 

promotes and supports the enrichment of education through Business and 
Education partnerships. It implements Project TEACH and The Big Bank 
Theory, through which our member volunteers spend time in the classroom, 
as well as the Job Shadow program, Business & Education Partnership 
Awards Breakfast and the Partnership Training Seminar. Members also 
study education issues to determine Chamber action and positions.

• Golf Tournament Committee - Join in on the fun and support the    
Chamber’s annual tournament through planning, volunteering and         
promoting this popular event.

• Healthcare Committee - This committee, one of the Chamber’s largest, 
works on healthcare priorities as determined by the Chamber’s Board of 
Directors, including educating members on healthcare issues, supporting 
a medical residency program, ManateeHealth.com, Manatee Healthcare 
Alliance, online resources, the Champions of Healthcare Awards and more.

• Infill Committee - This committee encourages infill and redevelopment 
opportunities within Manatee County’s urban areas. We have been strong 
advocates for revisions to the County’s Comprehensive Plan and Land 
Developmetn Code to bring predictability and certainty to redevelopment 
in the urban core.

• Leadership Manatee Board of Governors (appointed) - The Leadership 
Manatee Board of Governors oversees the Leadership Manatee programs 
by selecting the class each year, developing and implementing each day’s 
agenda and ensuring that the program continues its reputation as one of 
the best leadership development programs in our area.

• Legislative Committee - This committee studies, monitors, educates 
and advocates on behalf of business concerns on critical state and 
federal issues. The committee develops the Chamber’s annual legislative 
priorities, meets with legislators, and collaborates on platforms with other 
organizations. Members often assist Chamber staff with lobbying efforts in 
Tallahassee and Washington D.C.

• Manatee Chamber Foundation Board of Trustees (appointed) - The 
Chamber Foundation has a Board of Trustees to oversee its mission and 
activities.

• Membership Recruitment Campaign Team - Chamber members are 
our best promoters! Help us recruit new members during our annual   
membership campaign and support the Chamber’s continued efforts to 
provide the best in member benefits and services. 

• MYP Community Service Committee - This committee helps plan and 
implement community service projects that give young professionals the 
opportunity to get involved in our community and help make a difference.

• MYP Get Out the Vote Task Force - The MYP Get Out the Vote Task 
Force is active in major election years and works to bring awareness 
of candidate positions and ballot initiatives while ensuring that young        
professionals turn out at the polls.

• MYP Leadership Board - This group oversees the Manatee Young       
Professionals program and takes a big-picture approach to determining 
MYP priorities, programs, and events while advocating on issues to make    
Manatee County attractive to young professionals. 
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• MYP Member Engagement Committee - This committee guides messaging 
about the MYP program to reach young professionals in our region through print 
and online vehicles, including social media, to drive membership, event attendance, 
and community service project participation.

• MYP Social Committee - This MYP Committee plans and implements networking 
socials and other special events that help bring members together to socialize and 
do more business with each other. These events create opportunities for young 
professionals to connect and grow their network.

• Natural Resources Committee - This Chamber committee investigates and 
makes recommendations on business regulations and issues affecting our natural 
resources and land use with emphasis on water, including conservation, new 
technologies, incentive-based approaches and regional solutions. Members work 
on local and regional public works and water management district topics.

• Small Business Council - The Chamber offers a wide variety of programs 
designed to enhance the profitability of small businesses. The Small Business 
Council serves in an advisory role on program development, including seminars 
and the Small Business of the Year Awards luncheon. The Council also studies 
small business and entrepreneurial issues.

• Sporting Clays Planning Committee - This committee supports the Chamber’s 
annual Sporting Clays Fun Shoot through volunteering and promotion.

• Technology Committee - This Chamber committee identifies existing and    
evolving technologies that can further the Chamber’s mission and shares that 
knowledge with our members to assist you in staying abreast of technologies that 
can help your business.

• Transportation Committee - This committee studies local needs and facilitates 
an improved transportation network including regional multi-modal options and 
advance roadway/transit projects with emphasis on the Manatee/Sarasota area. 
This committee attracts participation from a wide range of Chamber members 
including SRQ Airport, Port Manatee and groups like the Tampa Bay Area Regional 
Transportation Authority and Sarasota-Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization, 
along with numerous local government experts.

The Chamber has helped our business grow. 
Becoming involved in events and on committees has allowed 
multiple members of our company to grow and enrich their skills 
and lives. We have gained business, clients and friends through 
Manatee Chamber involvement. #whymanateechamber

-- Kevin Baylor, Suncoast Business Technologies
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Executive Com
m

ittee and Board of Directors
2017 Executive Committee

Vice Chairman, 
Membership 

Development & 
Services

Phill Baker
Boyd Insurance & 

Investment Services

Chairman
Kevin DiLallo

Manatee Memorial 
Hospital

Immediate Past
Chairman

Trudy Moon
Air & Energy

Vice Chairman,
Community 

Development & 
Communications 

Bill Poulton
Tropicana Products

Treasurer
Rick Bisio

The Educated 
Franchisee

Economic Development 
Corporation

Mike Moschella
Hancock Bank

Chairman-Elect 
Darcie Duncan

Duncan Real Estate

Vice Chairman, 
Public Policy & 
Small Business
Ernie Withers

Mercedes-Benz 
of Sarasota

President
Jacki Dezelski

Manatee Chamber
of Commerce
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2017 Board of Directors

Carlos Buqueras
Port Manatee

Jackie Barron
Mosaic Company

Mark Dunlop 
Bank United

Kevin Baylor
Suncoast Business 

Technologies

Jason Bartz
NDC Construction

Shirley Bryant
City of Palmetto

Jennifer Bencie, 
MD, MSA

Florida 
Department of 

Health - Manatee

Christy Cardillo
Shinn & 

Company, LLC

William Colgate, MD 
MCR Health 

Services

Lisa Arrigo-Hoban 
L. A. Events, Inc.

Richard Bedford
Schroeder-Manatee 

Ranch

Betsy Benac
Manatee County 

Government

Bruce Body
Raymond James & 

Associates

Janelle Esposito, 
Esq.

Esposito Law 
Group, P.A.

Brian Carter
Mauldin & 

Jenkins, CPA, PLC

Diana Greene, PhD
School Board of 
Manatee County
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Executive Com
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Steve Hall
Alltrust 

Insurance

Ed Hunzeker
Manatee County 

Government

Sharon Hillstrom
Bradenton Area 

Economic 
Development 
Corporation

Brian Thomas
State College of 

Florida

Frederick Piccolo
Sarasota Bradenton 
International Airport

Sean Murphy
Beach Bistro

Sherod Halliburton
Manatee Community 
Federal Credit Union

Donal O’Shea, PhD
New College of 

Florida

Wayne Poston
City of Bradenton

John Nash
1st Manatee Bank

Tara Poulton
Southwest Florida 

Water Management 
District

Michael Milliron
IMG Academy

Sandra Stone, PhD
University of 
South Florida 

Sarasota-Manatee

Bob Turner
Bradenton Herald

Kerry Ward
Bank of the Ozarks

Jeffrey Nickse
Accurate Benefit 
Solutions, LLC

Vicki Silver
Feld 

Entertainment, Inc.

Will Robinson, Esq.
Blalock 

Walters, P.A.

Stewart Moon Jr.
Air & Energy

Charlie Kennedy
School Board of 
Manatee County
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Your Chamber Staff

Jacki Dezelski, IOM
President | CEO

Kim Dalglish
Vice President, Membership

Tim Fenimore
Membership Development 

Representative

Michele Slaughter
Creative Services Manager

Michael Gallen, Esq.
Vice President,

Public Policy & Small Business

Carey Miller 
Office Administrator

Reba Parrish
Information Specialist

Cheryl Richert 
Controller of Finance

Dawn Plavak
Better Business Council 

Manager 

Cara Misiewicz
Executive Assistant, 

Membership

Kimberly Henley
Program & Events 

Manager

Diane Pluchino
Visitor Information Specialist

Carole Guevara
Visitor Information Specialist

Tim Estep
Membership Engagement 

Manager

Terri Behling
Vice President, Workforce 

and Community Development
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Your Involvem
ent M

atters!
Involvement Opportunities
We invite and encourage your involvement in a variety of committees, task 
forces and programs.  After all, the strength of the Manatee Chamber 
of Commerce is you - our member!  Please indicate your areas of interest 
by filling out this form (two-sided) and returning it to the Chamber.  We will 
contact you to discuss further details.  

Public Policy & Small Business
Central Manatee Network Alternatives Task Force ................... 30
Downtown Redevelopment Committee ...................................... 30
Infill Committee ........................................................................... 31
Legislative Committee ................................................................. 31
Natural Resources Committee ................................................... 32
Small Business Council .............................................................. 32
Transportation Committee .......................................................... 32

Community Development & Communications
Business Wellness Task Force ................................................... 30
Education & Workforce Partnership Committee ....................... 31
Healthcare Committee ................................................................ 31
MYP Community Service Committee ......................................... 31
MYP Get Out the Vote Task Force ............................................... 31
MYP Leadership Board ............................................................... 31
MYP Member Engagement Committee ..................................... 32
MYP Social Committee ................................................................ 32
Sporting Clays Fun Shoot Planning Committee ......................... 32
Technology Committee ................................................................ 32

Membership Development & Services
Better Business Council Advisory Committee ........................... 30
Better Business Council Marketing Task Force ......................... 30
Chamber Friends Committee ...................................................... 30
Golf Tournament Committee ...................................................... 31
Membership Recruitment Campaign Team ............................... 31

Name: __________________________________________

Company: _______________________________________

Business Phone: __________________________________

Email: __________________________________________

Comments: ______________________________________

________________________________________________

Return this form via fax to 941-745-1877 or 
send it via email to JackiD@ManateeChamber.com.

o
o
o
o
o
o
o

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

o
o
o
o
o
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I Would Like More Information...
Make the most of your Manatee Chamber of Commerce membership.  Let us 
know what programs, initiatives and benefits interest you.  We will contact you to 
discuss further details.  

Advertising Opportunities ................................14
Annual Dinner ...................................................14
Bagels & Benefits Member Reception ............15
Better Business Council (BBC) ........................15
Big Bank Theory ...............................................15
Blues by the Bay ...............................................15
Breakfast with the Chairman ..........................16
Business & Consumer Showcases .................16
Business & Education Partnerships - ePie .....16
CEO Roundtable ............................................... 17
Chairman’s Circle Leadership Levels ..............29
Chamber Expo .................................................. 17
Chamber Friends .............................................. 17
Champions of Healthcare Awards ...................18
Committee Involvement ...................................19
Finding Employees ...........................................20
Golf Tournament ..............................................20
Hosting a Business After Hours ......................16
Hosting a Coffee Club  .....................................18
Job Shadow Experience for Students .............28
Leadership Manatee ........................................21
Leadership Manatee Alumni Association .......21
Legislative Initiatives ........................................22
LocalQuotes4U .................................................22
Mailing Labels ..................................................22
Manatee Young Professionals .........................23
Membership Recruitment Campaign ..............31
Mini-Max Web Enhancement Package ...........24
Non-Profit Assistance .......................................23

Online Courses and Webinars .........................24
Power Connection Breakfasts & Luncheons ..24
Press Release Tool ...........................................24
Project T.E.A.C.H. ..............................................25
Promotional Materials Displays  ......................25
Ribbon Cuttings ................................................26
SCORE (Service Corps of Retired Executives)  ...26
Ship-Shape Showcase .....................................26
Small Business Programs ................................26
Small Business of the Year Awards .................27
Social Media Opportunities .............................27
Sponsorship Opportunities ..............................27
Sporting Clays Fun Shoot.................................27
Sustainable Manatee Green Certification ......27
Travel with the Chamber ..................................28
Volunteer Opportunities in Schools ......... 15, 25
Welcome Manatee! Program ...........................28
Other  __________________________________
Other ___________________________________
Other ___________________________________
Other ___________________________________
Other ___________________________________
Other ___________________________________
Other ___________________________________
Other ___________________________________

Name: _______________________________________________

Company: ____________________________________________

Business Phone: ______________________________________

Email: _______________________________________________

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Return this form via fax to 941-745-1877 or 
send it via email to BobB@ManateeChamber.com.
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I’m
 a Cham

ber M
em

ber... N
ow

 W
hat?

30-60-90 Day Check-Up
While this entire handbook is designed to help you make the most of your 
Manatee Chamber of Commerce membership, this handy checklist will aid you 
in jump-starting, or re-energizing, your investment.

• Know your Chamber Member User ID and Password - you’ll 
need it for the Members-Only Section of our website. Login 
and familiarize yourself with the Members-Only tools.

• Share your good news with 100+ media contacts using the 
Press Release Tool.

• Add a coupon or discount on the Chamber’s coupons        
web page.

• Provide us with 50 brochures to be displayed in both Chamber lobbies.
• Proudly display your member decal. According to a recent study conducted 

by the Schapiro Group, consumers are 80% more likely to purchase goods  
or services from businesses who are members of their local Chamber.

• Download our web-friendly logo to display on your website and marketing 
materials.

• Provide us with names and e-mail addresses for all of the employees who 
you would  like to add to our email distribution list (this is ideal for employees 
that will be attending Chamber networking events & seminars).

• Provide us with a 300-character business description for use in your online 
directory listing.

• Attend the next Bagels & Benefits Member Reception.
• Attend a Power Connection Breakfast or Lunch and meet   

30-40 business leaders in a casual networking setting.
• Attend your first Coffee Club and give a 30-second “commercial” 

on your business to the 75+ members in attendance.
• Attend a Chamber seminar -- we offer many educational     

opportunities at very low cost to members.
• Check your mail for the next issue of the Chamber’s Current magazine;     

the last page is our Events Calendar to help keep you apprised of upcoming 
events and committee meetings.

• Stay informed by connecting with us via social media - “Like” our page at 
Facebook.com/ManateeChamber.

• Meet with your “Chamber Friend” who will help you navigate through your 
member benefits and will introduce you to new business connections at   
our networking events.

•  Glance through the Chamber Handbook again and familiarize     
yourself with the many committees working on important     
issues; do any feel like a good fit for you? Join at any time!

• Use the Members-Only section of the Chamber’s website  
and download your referral report to gauge the online                 
exposure you have received over a 90-day period.

• Promote your business through one of our many               
sponsorship opportunities.

• Consider membership in the BBC. Consumers do business with those they 
can trust, and membership with the BBC gives your business credibility in 
the consumer’s eyes and identifies your business as one which adheres to 
higher ethical business standards.

1-30
Days

31-60
Days

61-90
Days
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Bradenton
1901 Manatee Avenue West

Bradenton, FL  34205

Lakewood Ranch
at the McClure Center

4215 Concept Ct. 
Lakewood Ranch, FL  34211

        941-748-3411
info@ManateeChamber.com

ManateeChamber.com

Two Offices to Serve 
Our Members 

and Our Community


